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under French leadership to preserve the gold
standard.

Meanwhile the excesses of the Hitler Gov-
ernment in Germany had alienated the
friends and sympathizers which Germany had
gained during the previous decade and re-
lieved French fears of being isolated diplo-
matically.

Daladier seemed for a time to be succeeding
in his efforts to hold his more conservative
followers by a list of economies while he
tried to conciliate the Left by radical meas-
ures to increase revenues. But when he pro-
posed to reduce the salaries of all government
employees, his ministry was defeated (Oc-
tober 24). A new ministry under Albert Sar-
rant attempted a similar measure and was
overthrown within a month.

A new cabinet, formed on November 27,
1933, under the leadership of Camille Chau-
temps, was made up almost wholly of Radical
Socialists. Although Chautemps met the same
opposition to government pay cuts which had
wrecked the ministries of his two predecessors,
he finally succeeded in gaining, on December
24, support for his balanced budget. France
had had her fifth Premier within the year, and
the Chautemps leadership was to be brief.

In January, 1934, came the first public
knowledge of the Stavisky affair, which was
to shake the French political system from its
foundations and to threaten the very life of
the republican form of government. With its
advent came the fall, January 27, of the
Chautemps cabinet. On January 30 Daladier
formed a new ministry, which was threatened
at the outset by public disapproval. While he
was receiving on February 6 the vote of con-
fidence of the Chamber, rioting was going on
in the streets of Paris outside.

On February 7, in the midst of wild dis-
orders led by Royalists and Communists but
involving all parties, Daladier resigned. In
this national crisis President Lebrun appealed
to Gaston Doumergue, former president, to
come out of retirement and save the day. He
organfced a 'National Union' cabinet which
included six former Premiers, On February
22 the Chamber voted, 469 to 123, blanket
power to Premier Doumergue. He held of-
fice until Nov. 8, 1934. He was succeeded by
Pierre Etienne Flandin.

The Stavisky scandal, which assumed over-
night such critical proportions, came to light
as a result of,the failure of the Bayonne mu-
nicipal pawnshops to pay their bonds. It
was found that Bayonne had unsecured bonds
for at least 200,000,000 francs, A magistrate

issued a warrant for the arrest of Alexandra
Stavisky, a Polish Jew but also a French citi-
zen. While the search for him went on, one
public official after another was found to be
involved until the scandal reached high into
government circles.
Hitler had become in January, 1933,
Chancellor of Germany, an event which
changed the political aspect of Germany's
relation not only to France but to other
European powers. France and Great Britain
united with Italy in support of Austria, en-
deavoring to sustain Chancellor Dollfuss in
his efforts to maintain Austrian independence
against the Nazi advance in 1933-1934.
Negotiations concerning the Four-Power
pact, proposed by Mussolini and supported
by Prime Minister MacDonald of Great Brit-
ain, were abruptly terminated by the with-
drawal of Germany on October 14, 1933,
from the Disarmament Conference and the
League of Nations.
Following Flandin, who held office from
November 9, 1934, to May 31, 1935, the Pre-
miers were Fernand Bouisson, June i to 4,
1934; Pierre Laval, June 7, 1935; Albert
Sarraut, January 24, 1936; and Leon Blum,
Socialist, June 4, 1936.
After the election of Leon Blum there was
an outbreak of strikes that spread all over
France; and from the fact that the workers
remained in the factories, refusing to work
or permit employers to enter, they were called
;sit-down' strikes.
New laws enacted during the Blum regime,
or Popular Front government, as it was
known, included provisions for the forty-
hour week, collective bargaining between
employers and trade unions, paid vacations,
nationalization of the manufacture of arm-
aments, and many others.
Camille Chautemps succeeded Blum in
June 1937 in continuation of the socialistic
Popular Front, and Blum returned to head
it in March 1938. But on April 10, Eduard
Daladier became Premier, with a more con-
servative government. Progress had lost pace
under the Popular Front. Industry was on
short hours and disrupted by strikes, and
financial conditions grew worse.
Meanwhile the Rome-Berlin axis was gain-
ing strength. In March 1938 Germany seized
Austria, and French prestige was at its low-
est ebb since the World War when Daladier
assumed the reins. With France behind in
the race of war preparation, Daladier at-
tended the Munich conference in September
1938 and went along with Britain in the en-